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K icking off his nationally syndicated “Neal

Asbury’s Truth for America Show” on WZAB-

AM, Neal Asbury opened the show by face-

tiously asking if his audience was celebrat-

ing the news from the National Bureau of

Economic Research that the recession was

over, and has been, for more than year.  He

wondered what the millions of unemployed

think about the recession ending, especial-

ly after the news that the United States

economy has lost more jobs than it has

added since the recovery began over a

year ago. In fact, the 2007-9 recession was

not only the longest post-World War II reces-

sion, but also the deepest, in terms of job

losses.

Asbury noted that the news of the end of

the recession was probably met with suspi-

cion by the millions without health insur-

ance, or a small business owner who is

drowning in taxes and can’t get a loan to

reinvest or hire.  Or a homeowner who is

drowning in debt because he owes more on

their house than it’s worth.

“Did you notice that the Obama

Administration is not celebrating?  That’s

because if the recession ended a year ago,

it’s hard for them to take say they ‘inherit-

ed’ the recession and to take credit for

ending it,” said Asbury.

This news, Asbury added, may explain why

top Obama advisors Larry Summers, David

Axelrod and Rahm Emanuel have

announced they are leaving the adminis-

tration.

“It’s like they’re leaving a sinking ship, but

it’s a ship that is shot full of holes as a result

of their policy decisions  That’s why it’s sink-

ing so quickly,” concluded  Asbury.

Joining “Neal Asbury’s Truth for America”

was Congressman Jason Chaffetz (R-UT),

representing Utah's 3rd Congressional

Distr ict.  To win the election in 2008,

Chaffetz knocked out a 12-year Republican

incumbent.  He has already created a

“buzz” as a hard- working representative by

sleeping on a cot in his office and airing

chats on YouTube.

Chaffetz recounted how a chance meeting

with Ronald Reagan convinced him to

switch his allegiance from the Democratic

to the Republican Party. 

Although a junior congressman, Chaffetz

was asked to participate in the drafting of

the Republican’s “Pledge to America,”

which Chaffetz described as an “action
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plan that puts our plan in black and white.

It’s a good starting point to convince frus-

trated Americans that we’ve learned from

our mistakes and that we are ready to put

this country back on the right direction,”

said Chaffetz.

He bemoans the custom of legislators pass-

ing important bills without even reading

them first.  That’s why Chaffetz related that

one of the tenets of the Pledge to America

is that every proposed bill will be posted

online so the public can review the bill

before it is voted on. It also will require that

any bill proposed must be vetted so that it

meets constitutional standards. 

The Pledge to America also tackles three

major issues, according to Chaffetz:

1) Jobs – “We have to stop running through

so much money.  It creates uncertainty

which isn’t good for business. This is coupled

with regulatory uncertainty (i.e. proposing

that every business must file a 1099 form for

any expense over $600); as well as uncer-

tainty connected with the Obama health

plan, taxes, and Cap and Trade.  We are

proposing an immediate 20 percent tax

relief for every small business,” said

Chaffetz. 

2) Immigration – “We need to enhance the

operations of our border security, and fix

legal immigration.  It’s terribly immoral the

way we treat immigrants. The government is

way behind on this.  As an example, I’m on

the immigration  committee and we have

only met ten times in 21 months.  We can’t

fix immigration l ike that,” suggested

Chaffetz.

3) Obama Care – “We need to institute a

three part plan: Defund the program;

repeal; and then replace it with a plan that

will work,” proposed Chaffetz.

“The people in Utah are devastatingly con-

cerned about the growth of government

and the size of the debt.  To help them

grasp the size of the debt, I explain that we

could spend $1 million a year for 3,000 years

before we hit $1 trillion in debt.  And since

Obama took office we added 130,000 non-

military federal employees. We have to stop

this,” said Chaffetz.

Chaffetz may be a new member of con-

gress but he doesn’t anticipate overstaying

his welcome on Capitol Hill.  “Even George

Washington knew that it wasn’t a good idea

to keep legislators in office too long.  We

need to flush the toilet every so often to get

rid of unproductive legislators.  We need

new energy so we can keep the country on

track.  If you want change, you need to

elect new people,” concluded Chaffetz.

Neal Asbury Truth for America tackles free trade

and enterprise issues every Friday from 5:00 PM

until 6:00 PM on WZAB-AM 880 and is co-hosted

by Richard Roffman, a veteran 30-year publisher

with extensive domestic and international expe-

rience.   The show is streamed live on line at

WWW.880THEBIZ.COM, which is affiliated with

Bloomberg Radio and CNBC, and can be heard

nat ional ly  on 920-WGKA (At lanta) ;  KSEV

(Houston); 1500 AM (Washington D.C.); 1220-

KDOW (San Francisco); and 1300-KKOL (Seattle).
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